Michael Sopocko was born on November 1, 1888 in northeastern Poland, which had been enslaved for almost one hundred years. After a difficult journey to the priesthood due to his family's impoverishment and the difficulties that the tsarist administration posed, Fr. Sopocko was ordained in Vilnius in 1914. From 1914 From -1918 The short biographical sketch of Fr. Sopocko above conveys only the stages of his life and not the greatness of his works, the uniqueness and eminence of his character, nor his rich spiritual life. He had an extraordinary personality, a lively faith, a deep spirituality, and a distinctive Christian attitude; he practiced heroic virtue, and his achievements were great, as evidenced by the fact that the Catholic Church has declared him Blessed. Many published biographical studies provide insight into the life of this holy man. writings, some of which have been translated into other languages, is of inestimable value.
The role that Fr. Sopocko played in the life and mission of St. Faustina Kowalska and his efforts to spread the Divine Mercy apostolate are that which set him apart from other great figures in the Church. Fr. Sopocko's greatness, which stemmed from his faithfulness in his daily life and his heroic efforts to cooperate with God's grace, prepared him to take on the responsibility to serve as the confessior and spiritual director of a holy mystic and visionary and to help realize her mission and the Divine Mercy apostolate. He responded to God's call through his apostolic efforts. He patiently endured setbacks and sufferings while exercising unwavering trust in God's mercy, about which he preached, even though he did not live to see the fruits of his labors. His work in spreading the Divine Mercy apostolate is Fr. Sopocko's greatest achievement.
Maturing in His Apostolate and His Motives
In his own Diary, Fr. Sopocko admits that, when Sr. Faustina told him the truth about Divine Mercy, she inspired him to research, study, and contemplate this mystery. At the same time, he also confessed that he was unable to properly understand what Sr. Faustina told him about her interior experiences and what the work that God had entrusted to her meant in the beginning. For this reason, he listened to her more closely, pondered what she said, studied, sought the counsel of others, and, only after a few years, understood the greatness and value of the truth about God's mercy for the Christian life as well as the importance of spreading this message to the entire world. He also became convinced of the extreme importance of this truth in pastoral ministry as well as the spiritual fruits of worshiping Divine Mercy. 3 Her indications inspired him to study the Church's teaching on this mystery, which confirmed that mercy is God's highest attribute in his action toward his creatures. One can assume that Fr. Sopocko gradually encountered the mystery of God's mercy in his own soul. As the one who would promote the Divine Mercy apostolate, Fr. Sopocko himself had to discover what God's mercy is-he had to experience the grace of coming to know this mercy and its power and to discover the truth about the need for Christians to turn to God's mercy in their own spiritual and religious lives. There is no other way to explain his fervor in promoting this idea and devoting himself to this work. Through his profound apostolic zeal, his own personal growth in a life of faith, the deepening of his theological knowledge, and the continual enrichment of his pastoral practices, he was formed and prepared to be the Apostole of Divine Mercy. Sr. Faustina and her revelations were an inspiration for Fr. Sopocko, and they pushed him to persevere in his studies on the theology and spirit of the mystery of Divine Mercy. Ultimately, his own research efforts, which were supported by his prayer, were the source of his apostolic involvement. These studies opened him to that to which God was calling him. It was for this reason that Fr. Sopocko wrote the following in his Diary in 1938: "To trust in God's continued mercy, spread devotion to this mercy, among other things, and completely dedicate all of my thoughts, words, and actions [to it] without self-seeking will be, through the help of God's immeasurable mercy, the guiding principle for the rest of my life." 4 Fr. Sopocko's was prepared for his role in spreading the Divine Mercy apostolate over time, during which his confidence in the importance of the apostolate ever increased. As he came to recognize the significance of the truth about Divine Mercy in pastoral ministry, Fr. Sopocko-in his own intuition and devotion to pastoral ministry-noticed that the Divine Mercy apostolate and pastoral care are interdependent and connected in many ways. If the essence of pastoral ministry is to lead people to God, then what more can turn people to God than the truth that God is merciful? What more can change man than worshipping God in His mercy and imitating Him by performing works of mercy? In fact, as Fr. Sopocko stated, he himself began to discover how this truth had a beneficial influence on the faithful, especially those who experienced their own misery, weakness, and sin. As he witnessed how people converted; how their lives of faith deepened; and how their hope and trust in God strengthened, Fr. Sopocko became more and more convinced that teaching about Divine mercy was very fruitful. In this way, it became clear to him that both pastoral ministry and the Divine Mercy apostolate are inextricably linked.
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Another one of Fr. Sopocko's motives for being involved in and promoting Divine Mercy was that he discovered that it had its foundations in public revelation and in the teachings of the Church. For this reason, Fr. Sopocko did not even reveal Sr. Faustina's extraordinary experiences to anyone for many years,,nor did he consider her revelations as the basis of the apostolate. This is also why he often pointed out in his later statements that he did not connect the spreading of the message of Divine Mercy with Sr. Faustina's revelations in the sense that these revelations were the source and basis of the worship of Divine mercy. 6 This does not mean, however, that Fr. Sopocko's involvement in the Divine Mercy apostolate, which differed from St. Faustina's involvement, was not the fulfillment of the call that was made manifest in St. Faustina's revelations. On the contrary, Jesus' command to celebrate Divine Mercy in His merciful image, to establish the Feast of Divine Mercy and the devotion to it, and to announce the truth about Divine Mercy could not be achieved better than through Fr. Sopocko's work to establish Divine Mercy's theological and biblical foundations. This was all the more necessary because, as a simple nun, Sr. Faustina could not fulfill these demands in the same way that Fr. Sopocko could as a priest, pastor, and theologian. Through her life and spiritual sacrifice, Sr. Faustina became the instrument through whom God admonished mankind to worship Him in His Divine Mercy, while Fr. Sopocko, as her spiritual director, was chosen by God to carry out this apostolic work through his external involvement and efforts, which were strengthened by his acceptance of the suffering that this involvement entailed.
The Cooperator in and Continuator of St. Faustina's Mission
Through her personal revelations and interior experiences, Sr. Faustina was called to spread Divine Mercy to the whole world. However, she also expected that her confessor help her in this endeavor, particularly by having the image of Merciful Jesus painted, establishing the Feast of Divine Mercy, and founding a religious congregation. As was shown above, after initially examining the authenticity of Sr. Faustina's apparitions and becoming convinced of the pastoral value of devotion to Divine Mercy, Fr. Sopocko took the necessary steps to fulfill Jesus' demands. At the same time, he also strove to explore the Church's teaching on Divine Mercy. At Sr. Faustina's insistence, Fr. Sopocko oversaw the painting of the image of the Merciful Jesus, and he published works on the truth about and worship of Divine Mercy as well as on the need for and meaning of the Feast of Divine Mercy. He oversaw the printing of the first copies of the Divine Mercy Chaplet, Novena, prayers, and the litanies, which he himself arranged based on the words that Jesus spoke to St. Faustina that she recorded in her 6 A copy of Fr. Sopocko's letter to the Archbishop of Cracow, which he wrote on May 19, 1966, can be found in the Archdiocese of Bialystok's Archive.
diary.
7 He appeared before bishops with a letter requesting that the Feast of Divine Mercy be established.
Fr. Sopocko's works, which were significant in and of themselves according to St. Faustina, were only the beginning of his efforts to spread devotion to and worship of Divine Mercy. Fr. Sopocko put a lot of personal effort into this work of God; unfortunately, however, the faithful did not readily receive his initial efforts. As a result, Fr. Sopocko experienced many minsunderstandings and difficulties, which were a source of great suffering for him. St. Faustina, who had already named Fr. Sopocko the Apostole of Divine Mercy, 8 acknowledged that he too had received much light and help from God in this work. 9 She perceived in him the one God had appointed to cooperate with her in this mission and to continue it after her death. In one of her letters to Fr. Sopocko from December 20, 1936 , St. Faustina wrote: …a lot has already been done in this matter. When I ponder these things, I am seized with holy amazement that you, Father, have already arranged so many things, which at the beginning seemed unthinkable because of the rising difficulties. I am hoping that nobody else but you, Father, will carry out the remaining matters.
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Similarly, in her Diary, she revealed that Fr. Sopocko was chosen to complete the Divine Mercy apostolate and that God would give him the strength to carry out this work despite opposition and difficulties.
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St. Faustina was very interested in Fr. Sopocko's activities (she often asked about them in her letters) and she knew about his undertakings. She highly valued and was very grateful to Fr. Sopocko for his efforts. Bishop Henryk Ciereszko incomprehensible mercy of God. My heart flutters with joy when I see the good that is effected in human souls through this work.
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Sr. Faustina expected that Fr. Sopocko would be externally involved in the matters related to the Divine Mercy apostolate, while she, on her part, supported him with her prayers and sacrifices. In almost every letter, Sr. Faustina assured Fr. Sopocko of her spiritual help, which was so important for this work:
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As can be clearly seen, St. Faustina cooperated beautifully in the work of the apostolate; she participated more spiritually and interiorly, while Fr. Sopocko carried out much of the exterior apostolic work through the support of St. Faustina's prayers and sacrifices.
From the very beginning, Fr. Sopocko and Sr. Faustina encountered many difficulties in their work. They wrote about these experiences in their correspondence to each other. However, they both agreed that one always encounters obstacles in carrying out God's great works and that these efforts always require great sacrifices and entailed great sufferings, 15 both of which they personally and frequently experienced. 16 As she revealed in her correspondence, Sr. Faustina sympathized with Fr. Sopocko and prayed fervently for him when he experienced setbacks: "And now, as regards the issues and adversities which you, Father, are going through personally; it caused me much pain [to learn] that the truth is persecuted, but it often happens that one's personal sanctity proves to be a thorn in somebody's side. I prayed fervently for this matter…" 17 In another letter she consoled him by telling him that those who are chosen by God experience difficulties, 18 and uplifted him, saying "…big and noble hearts are always filled with ingratitude and bitterness." While Sr. Faustina and Fr. Sopocko both experienced difficulties and sufferings because of their efforts, they mutually supported and encouraged each other, especially through prayer. Sr. Faustina died long before Fr. Sopocko, so he was left with the great and difficult work of continuing the mission that they had begun together. In the final letter that she composed to Fr. Sopocko a few months before she died, Sr. Faustina wrote:
I am curious to know how things are with you, Father? Has your health improved? I asked God to keep you in good health for many years to come because this is necessary for this work. Oh Father, I cannot tell you how happy I am that the Divine Mercy is already being worshipped, in spite of all the adversities and human envy, in spite of Satan's anger and hatred. God's work will not suffer one bit of loss. The Lord God gave me to see His glory, which flows from this work, and this is only the beginning. My heart was amazed at the sight of this knowledge […] And yet, in spite of the fact that God Himself is in charge of this work, we are obliged to do everything that is in our power in order to move it forward, even though our efforts might seem to be of no avail. However, God's work is built on them.
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These words are as if Sr. Faustina's final testament. They express what had already happened with regard to the mission of spreading the truth about and worship of Divine Mercy and the joy that it brought. They also indicate that much remained to be done, that God was guiding their efforts, and that He would realize his work. But, God needed their efforts along with the unavoidable sufferings they entailed. The fact that Sr. Faustina addressed these words to Fr. Sopocko reveals that she saw in him the one who would continue her mission.
As a very telling sign of the particular role that Fr. Sopocko would play along with Sr. Faustina in the work of the Divine Mercy apostolate is contained in a prophetic vision that St. Faustina had and recorded in her Diary:
I saw a hand finishing the temple, but I did not see the person. There was a great multitude of people, inside and outside the temple, and the torrents issuing from the Compassionate Heart of Jesus were flowing down upon everyone.
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It seems that the initials "S.M." refer to none other than Fr. Sopocko. Since Sr. Faustina wrote other things like this about Fr. Sopocko, his apostolate, and his work, it is clear that what she wrote about the unheard of effort and fatigue pertain to Fr. Sopocko.
An Outline of the Apostolate's Main Works
Among Fr. Sopocko's achievements in his work to spread Divine Mercy, which justify his title as the Apostole of Divine Mercy, was his providential guidance of Sr. Faustina in her interior visions and revelations. Through his help, Sr. Faustina was able to verify the authenticity of her experiences. Because of his indications, she also recorded her experiences in her Diary. Thanks to Fr. Sopocko's indications, Sr. Faustina's Diary is widely available and continues to be an inexhaustible source through which individuals can explore the mystery of Divine Mercy. Fr. Sopocko's was also the one who had the first image of Jesus, the King of Mercy, painted according to Sr. Faustina's indications in Vilnius in 1934. In addition, Fr. Sopocko, who was inspired by Sr. Faustina's visions and, above all else, who himself had discovered the great value of the truth about Divine Mercy in his pastoral ministry, was the first individual to present the topic of Divine Mercy publicly. Even in 1936 he published an article dedicated to the topic of this truth, and he wrote about the worship of and a feast dedicated to Divine Mercy in a subsequent article. 22 At that time, he also approached the Polish bishops with a letter requesting that the Feast of Divine Mercy be established, and he approached the Primate of Poland, Cardinal A. Hlond about this issue. In 1939, he also went to Rome to see to this matter. Fr. Sopocko's work and the information that he obtained while performing it increased his awareness that it was first necessary to prepare the proper conditions into which to introduce the Feast of Divine Mercy. Therefore, he first taught and published articles about Divine Mercy, the meaning of the Feast Divine Mercy, and worship in order to awaken in the people a desire for this feast. His efforts were successful because, after reading about Divine Mercy, people began to request that such a feast be established. Fr. Sopocko then strove to convince the bishops to petition the Holy See for the feast, which they did. Fr. Sopocko's intuitive understanding of the truth of Divine Mercy as well as his substantiations and explanations for the establishment of the feast and spreading devotion to Divine Mercy, which he developed in the 1930s, served as the basis of ecclesiastical approval of the worship and establishment of the feast of Divine Mercy in this day and age.
Fr. Sopocko did not begin to teach directly about Divine Mercy and spread devotion to it until the Second World War. Having obtained approval from the Archdiocesan Curia of Vilnius, Fr. Sopocko began to distribute images of the Merciful Jesus along with prayers. He also gave homilies and conferences on this topic. He wrote a Latin treatise on Divine Mercy and the need to worship it, 23 which he sent to bishops throughout the world by taking advantage of the migration of peoples that was taking place during the war. He also helped organize the foundation of a future religious order in Vilnius, which, in the spirit of the indications that St. Faustina recorded in her diary, would pray and serve the cause of Divine Mercy. Because of the atmosphere that the threats of war created, people sought God's help and rescue and were readily open to the Divine Mercy image and prayers that Fr. Sopocko shared with them. In turn, people shared the prayers and image with fellow refugees and exiles who went on to spread the Divine Mercy image and prayers far beyond Vilnius into Russia, Western Europe, and even America.
After the Second World War, Fr. Sopocko continued the apostolate and made efforts to obtain the Church authorities' approval of Divine Mercy until the end of his life. He tirelessly taught and researched the biblical, theological, and pastoral foundations for the truth and worship of Divine Mercy. His extensive and rich writings document his activity; he published a dozen or so books, dozens of articles, and numerous texts in manuscripts and typescripts. 24 Fr. Sopocko also strove Fr. Sopocko's apostolic efforts are undoubtedly an important contribution to the work of spreading and popularizing the devotion to Divine Mercy. It is because of his efforts that the Church in the modern day approved of worship of Divine Mercy. St. Faustina's testimonies and messages based on her interior inspirations reveal the role and truth about how God chose Fr. Sopocko to carry out the apostolic work described above. In her Diary, St. Faustina includes this testimony, among many others, that strongly confirms the inestimable role that Fr. Sopocko was meant from all time to play in God's plan:
So I asked Jesus to give these graces to someone else, because I did not know how to make use of them and was only wasting them. 'Jesus, have mercy on me; do not entrust such great things to me, as You see that I am a bit of dust and completely inept. But the goodness of Jesus is infinite; He had promised me visible help here on earth, and a little while later I received it in Vilnius, in the person of Father Sopocko. I had already known him before coming to Vilnius, thanks to an interior vision. One day I saw him in our chapel between the altar and the confessional and suddenly heard a voice in my soul say, This is the visible help for you on earth. He will help you carry out My will on earth.
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BŁOGOSŁAWIONY MICHAŁ SOPOĆKO -APOSTOŁ BOŻEGO MIŁOSIERDZIA
W historii upowszechnienia się w naszych czasach kultu Miłosierdzia Bożego wyjątkowe miejsce zajmuje i taką też rolę odegrał ks. Michał Sopoćko. Wskazany św. Faustynie w objawieniach, stał się jej spowiednikiem i kierownikiem duchowym oraz otworzył się na apostolstwo Miłosierdzia Bożego. Siostra widziała w nim współrealizatora i kontynuatora powierzonej jej misji głoszenia prawdy Miłosierdzia Bożego i szerzenia kultu. Bibliography:
